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LONDON, England — A girl places flowers outside Buckingham Palace in London
September 8, 2022, after Queen Elizabeth II — Britain's longest-reigning monarch and
the nation's figurehead for seven decades — died at the age of 96. Canadian bishops,
the pope and others offer prayers. Stories page 3. (CNS photo/Henry Nicholls, Reuters)

VATICAN CITY — Young people from Portugal are
pictured with the World Youth Day cross at the Vatican in
this November 22, 2020, file photo. In his message for WYD
2023, Pope Francis   asked young people to be like Mary
and "arise and go in haste" to share Jesus with others. Story
page 2. (CNS photo/Vincenzo Pinto, Reuters pool)

SAINT JOHN — On Wednesday, September 8, 2002 the Diocese
of Saint John welcomed two new deacons to the diocese at the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Saint John. (L to r)

Stephen Mawhinney, Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC of the diocese and David
Rioux. Story page 6. (Natahsa Mazerolle
photo)

VATICAN CITY — The Catholic Church
"embraces and encourages a passion
for scientific research as an expression
of love for the truth and for knowledge
about the world," Pope Francis told
members of the Pontifical Academy of
Sciences. Story page 9. (Paul Haring/CNS
photo)
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New FreemanTheBy CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Like Mary, who after
the Annunciation went in haste to visit her
cousin Elizabeth, young Catholics are called
to welcome Jesus into their lives and then to
go out and share their joy with others, Pope
Francis said.

"Mary is an example of a young person who
wastes no time on seeking attention or the
approval of others — as often happens when
we depend on our 'likes' on social media. She
sets out to find the most genuine of all 'con-
nections': the one that comes from encoun-
ter, sharing, love and service," the pope said
in his message for World Youth Day.

The Gospel of Luke's description of what
Mary did after learning she would become
the mother of Jesus — "Mary arose and went
with haste" to Elizabeth — is the theme Pope
Francis chose for two WYD celebrations: on
a local level November 20, the feast of Christ
the King, and for the world gathering in Lis-
bon, Portugal, August 1-6, 2023.

Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the
Lisbon gathering was postponed from 2022.
Pope Francis said he hoped many young
Catholics would gather in the Portuguese city
and that it would "represent a new beginning
for you, the young, and — with you — for
humanity as a whole."

In the Gospel story of the Visitation, the
pope said, Mary "is a model for young people
on the move, who refuse to stand in front of
a mirror to contemplate themselves or to get
caught up in the 'net.'"

"Mary's focus is always directed outward,"
he said. "She is the woman of Easter, in a
permanent state of exodus, going forth from
herself toward that great Other who is God
and toward others, her brothers and sisters,
especially those in greatest need, like her cousin
Elizabeth."

Pope Francis made it clear in the message
that he was not urging "haste" as something
simply rapid, which can lead to superficiality,
but rather as an enthusiastic response to ex-
periencing God's love and feeling an urgent
need to share it.

"Even though the astonishing message of
the angel had caused a seismic shift in her
plans, the young Mary did not remain
paralyzed, for within her was Jesus, the power
of resurrection and new life," the pope said.
"She arises and sets out, for she is certain
that God's plan is the best plan for her life."

"Mary becomes a temple of God, an image

‘Young must hasten to share God's love’
of the pilgrim church, a church that goes forth
for service, a church that brings the good
news to all," Pope Francis wrote.

The movement is not for the sake of move-
ment, but for the sake of those in need of the
Gospel, of Jesus' love and of help or just a bit
of kindness.

"What kinds of 'haste' do you have, dear
young people?" the pope asked them. "What
leads you to feel a need to get up and go, lest
you end up standing still?"

"Many people — in the wake of realities
like the pandemic, war, forced migration,
poverty, violence and climate disasters — are
asking themselves: Why is this happening to
me? Why me? And why now?" he said. "But
the real question in life is instead: For whom
am I living?"

No individual can solve all the world's prob-
lems, he said, but each person can do some-
thing to help people nearby, whether a member
of the family, the school or the community.

And, the pope said, "when faced with con-
crete and urgent needs, we need to act quickly.
How many people in our world look forward
to a visit from someone who is concerned
about them! How many of the elderly, the
sick, the imprisoned and refugees have need
of a look of sympathy, a visit from a brother
or sister who scales the walls of indifference!"

The haste Christianity calls for is different
from the "unhealthy haste, which can drive
us to live superficially and to take everything
lightly, without commitment or concern, with-
out investing ourselves in what we do," the
pope said.

Unhealthy haste, he said, is seen in those
"who live, study, work and socialize without
any real personal investment," which can hap-
pen "in families, when we never stop to listen
and spend time with others" or "in friendships,
when we expect our friends to keep us enter-
tained and fulfil our needs, but immediately
look the other way if we see that they are
troubled and need our time and help."

Expressing his hope that many young peo-
ple would attend World Youth Day in Lisbon
and experience that community "after a long
period of social distancing and isolation," Pope
Francis told young people to cultivate healthy
haste.

"Let us carry Jesus within our hearts and
bring him to all those whom we meet," he
said. "In this beautiful season of your lives,
press ahead and do not postpone all the good
that the Holy Spirit can accomplish in you!
With affection, I bless your dreams and every
step of your journey."§
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Canadian bishops pray for the Queen
By The B.C. Catholic

Queen Elizabeth II, Canada’s head of state and the longest-reigning
monarch in British history, and the oldest and longest-serving head of
state in the world, died at the age of 96 Thursday at Balmoral Castle in
Scotland after a brief illness.

Archbishop J. Michael Miller was at St. Patrick’s Elementary cel-
ebrating mass for the school’s centennial when he learned of the sad
news.

He told The B.C. Catholic afterwards, “The faithful of the Archdio-
cese of Vancouver join all those who mourn the passing of Queen
Elizabeth II. As sovereign she carried out her role with dignity, humil-
ity and an unmatched dedication to the responsibilities that God placed
upon her. She was a bedrock of stability in our restless world. As a
woman of unwavering Christian faith, our Queen was a light to the
nations. May God’s perpetual light shine upon her.”

Canada’s bishops said it was “with profound sadness” that they
learned of the queen’s passing.

In a statement, Bishop Raymond Poisson, president of the Cana-
dian Conference of Catholic Bishops [CCCB], said he joined with his
brother bishops and Canada’s faithful in praying for the repose of the

queen’s soul and in extending sincerest condolences to the members
of the Royal Family.

“Generations of Canadians have lived under Queen Elizabeth’s long
reign,” said Bishop Poisson. “She will be forever remembered for her
remarkable service to the people of our country and the entire Com-
monwealth. We grieve her loss, with all her subjects, and recall in a
special way the Church of England, of which she was supreme gov-
ernor.”

The bishop noted the inspiring life of the Queen. “From the onset
of her reign, Queen Elizabeth II vowed to dedicate her life to the
service of others. She fulfilled this promise without stint or reserva-
tion.”

The full statement is in a sidebar this page.
The Catholic Civil Rights League released a statement noting the

Queen’s public witness of her faith.
“Queen Elizabeth II reigned with dignity for over 70 years. She

was the head of the Church of England, and she lived her life as a
faithful Christian glorifying God first, ahead of her own earthly king-
dom. May other leaders and heads of State learn from her example.”

Noting the queen’s death on the feast of the Nativity of Mary, the
league said, “As Catholics, we are called to be citizens of two worlds,
such that while we acknowledge Mary, Queen of the Universe as our
mother, we are also called to respectfully participate in civic life which
includes respect for our country and its history.

“It may be helpful to be reminded of our Sovereign’s public wit-
ness, as a defender of Christianity, of the importance she placed on
her Christian faith during many public statements and messages.”§

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops statement
by Bishop RAYMOND POISSON, bishop of St-Jérôme-Mont-
Laurier and president of the Canadian Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops

The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) receives
the news of the passing of Her Majesty, Elizabeth II, Queen of
Canada, with profound sadness. I join my brother Bishops and all
of the Catholic faithful of this country in praying for the repose of
her soul and in extending sincerest condolences to the members
of the Royal Family.

Generations of Canadians have lived under Queen Elizabeth’s
long reign. She will be forever remembered for her remarkable
service to the people of our country and the entire Commonwealth.
We grieve her loss, with all her subjects, and recall in a special
way the Church of England, of which she was Supreme Governor.

There is immense inspiration to be found in the life the Queen
lived. From the onset of her reign, Queen Elizabeth II vowed to
dedicate her life to the service of others. She fulfilled this promise
without stint or reservation.

Born on 21 April 1926, Queen Elizabeth II entered this world
amid one of the most turbulent periods in history. Having grown
up amid the chaos and destruction of the Second World War, as
Queen, she guided her subjects in its aftermath and beyond,
providing stability and hope.

She visited Canada 22 times. On each occasion, Canadians
found in her an example of service, patriotism, respect for human-
ity, and devotion to God. In 1971, when delivering a speech in
Toronto, she remarked: “I want the Crown to be seen as a symbol
of national sovereignty belonging to all. It is not only a link be-
tween Commonwealth nations, but between Canadian citizens of
every national origin and ancestry.”

Queen Elizabeth resonated with Canadians from all walks of
life. On this day of great sadness, we do well to reflect on all that
is to be learned from the life of Queen Elizabeth II and we pray:
Grant her eternal rest, O Lord, and may everlasting light shine
upon her. §

British Catholics, Pope Francis
pay tribute to Queen Elizabeth II
By SIMON CALDWELL
Catholic News Service

MANCHESTER, England — Catholics in the U.K. paid tribute to
Queen Elizabeth II following her death September 8 and the end of a
reign that lasted more than 70 years.

Pope Francis sent a telegram addressed "To His Majesty the King,
Charles III," her son who immediately ascended to the throne.

"I willingly join all who mourn her loss in praying for the late queen's
eternal rest  and in paying tribute to her life of unstinting service to the
good of the nation and the Commonwealth, her example of devotion
to duty, her steadfast witness of faith in Jesus Christ and her firm
hope in his promises," Pope Francis said.

The British sovereign died "peacefully" at Balmoral, the royal residence
in Scotland, surrounded by members of her family. She was 96.

Cardinal Vincent Nichols of Westminster, president of the Bishops'
Conference of England and Wales, paid tribute using many of the
queen's own words.

"On 21 April 1947, on her 21st birthday, Princess Elizabeth said, 'I
declare before you all that my whole life, whether it be long or short, shall
be devoted to your service,'" Cardinal Nichols said. "Now, 75 years later,
we are heartbroken in our loss at her death and so full of admiration for the
unfailing way in which she fulfilled that declaration."

"Even in my sorrow, shared with so many around the world, I am
filled with an immense sense of gratitude for the gift to the world that
has been the life of Queen Elizabeth II," he said. "At this time, we pray

(continued onpage 10)
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Bringing our world together:
a reconciling Christian community

Bridges! They are amazing things. What is most remarkable about
them is that they allow us to cross divides, to overcome what stands
between us and others. Bridges are an essential piece of building com-
munities and nurturing our relationships with one another.

Ivo Andric was a Yugoslavian author of Bosnian origin. In 1961 he
was awarded the nobel prize for literature. What is regarded as his
greatest work, The Bridge on the Drina is a novel depicting the strug-
gles of the people of Bosnia for the 300 years leading up to the First
World War.

Mr. Andric tells the tale through the story of a bridge over the River
Drina. The principal character in the novel is the bridge itself. The
story relates what the bridge did for the people of the small town and
region of Visegrad. It brought the community together and linked it to
the bigger world. Bridges do that, overcoming our separations and
divides. They can connect and reconcile us.

In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus in a series of parables (15:1-32) presents
us with the core of God’s dream for us — a dream of reconciling and
healing love. We discover what Jesus meant when he proclaimed the
Reign of God is among us. It is seen when we find ourselves in
communities marked by reconciling love, in a world marked by peace.
God’s love bridges our divides.  We profess this saying: “Thy King-
dom come, thy will be done…. Forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us.”

Recently, we have become more aware of a great divide in our
society. For generations Indigenous peoples have suffered a form of
cultural genocide. Placing indigenous children in residential schools
to erase their culture and language has done lasting damage to families
and communities in Canada. The foundation of the schools was some-
thing of Europe’s history.

The 15th century saw European trade, sovereignty, culture and re-
ligion expand beyond Europe’s borders. Traders and explorers found
their way around Africa and eastward to Asia. They also went west-
ward across the Atlantic to the Americas.

This became known as European Expansion. It was a time of con-

quest and colonization. Given the close
connection between rulers and religion,
church and state in this period it is no
surprise that the church played a part
in this expansion. The term ‘Doctrine of Discovery’ expresses this
involvement or complicity. It had an impact on indigenous peoples.
The ‘Doctrine’ though not a real doctrine, is a term used to describe
the way the church played a role in the expansion around the globe.

Several 15thcentury papal documents (Papal Bulls) articulated the
Vatican support for the expansion first of Portuguese and then of
Spanish explorers and conquerors. Later the principles were used to
cover other Europeans encountering indigenous peoples. As Pope
Francis visited to apologize for the complicity of the church in resi-
dential schools there was a call to rescind the ‘doctrine’. The papal
bulls were not doctrinal statements but in someway, the ‘Doctrine of
Discovery’ was an affirmation for European conquest and coloniza-
tion of indigenous peoples in the 15th century. It was also used to
justify later attacks or limits on their rights and property.

The church has spoken up frequently against such limitations of
human rights. Vatican II, repeatedly asserted freedom of religious
rights as well as human rights in general. To reconcile our differ-
ences, to heal the wounds that separate us and to be builders of bridges,
rather than walls, this is who we are to be. Our communities are
communities of bridges, not barriers and walls.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Canada's bishops eager to engage Reconciliation Council
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

OTTAWA — Canada’s bishops want to engage with a new Na-
tional Council for Reconciliation that Ottawa lawmakers plan to set
up this fall.

“We would welcome the opportunity to meet with this newly cre-
ated council,” said Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops [CCCB]
spokesperson Jonathan Lasarge.

Bill C-29, which would create the National Council for Reconcilia-
tion, has passed first reading. Crown Indigenous Relations Minister
Marc Miller expects it will sail through the Commons and Senate
before Christmas. The new law would fulfill the Truth and Reconcili-
ation Commission’s [TRC] Call to Action #53.

In 2015, the TRC wanted the commission to “Monitor, evaluate,
and report annually to Parliament and the people of Canada on the
Government of Canada’s post-apology progress on reconciliation to
ensure that government accountability for reconciling the relationship
between Aboriginal peoples and the Crown is maintained in the com-
ing years.”

Chief TRC commis-
sioner Murray Sinclair
complained in 2020 that
without the commission
there’s no way of know-
ing whether Canada is
going forward or back-
wards on incarceration
rates for Indigenous peo-
ple, the number of Indig-
enous children placed out-
side their families and
communities in foster care, resolution of land disputes with various
levels of government, funding for Indigenous education among other
things.

While the TRC envisioned the council as a body to monitor govern-
ment action through annual reports, the Catholic bishops want to be
part of the process, said Mr. Lesarge.

“We hope that our initial collaboration with the federal government
(continued on page 5)

Murray Sinclair (Wikipedia image)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Our real demons
What’s in an image? An image can imprint itself indelibly into our

consciousness so that we cannot not picture a thing except in a cer-
tain way. Take, for instance, Leonardo da Vinci’s famous painting of
the Last Supper. Today if you close your eyes and try to picture the
Last Supper, that image will spontaneously come to mind, even though
scholars assure us that this is not how Jesus and his disciples would
have been seated at that meal. Such is the power of art.

Sadly, this is also true for how we spontaneously picture devils and
exorcisms. Movies about demon possession, like Rosemary’s Baby,
have imprinted certain images inside of us so we picture someone
possessed by a demon as a person with a wild, contorted, hate-filled
face, floating up to the ceiling, spewing out sick mustard coloured
liquid from his mouth, in a room smelling of poisonous gases. Our
picture of an exorcism then is that of a very ascetic-looking priest,
dressed in heavy blacks, a stole around his neck, calling out Jesus’
name as he sprinkles holy water, with the devil shrieking aloud as he
retreats. That’s our image of demon possession and exorcism. Such
is the power of art!

But, normally that’s not at all how demon possession and exorcism
look like. Indeed, picturing the devil and an exorcism in that way is
more harmful than helpful because demons are more subtle and exor-
cisms are more demanding than that picture would have us believe.

What do demons inside of us actually look like? Well, an image
of a contorted face spewing out poisonous gasses and shrieking
out hate can in fact serve us well. As a metaphor, that works.
However, in real life that contorted, hate-filled face is too often
our own face, and the poison spewing out of us is really the hate-
filled language we hurl at each other as we name-call across ideo-
logical, political, moral, and religious lines. As well, the exorcism
required is not the sprinkling of literal holy water, but the sprin-
kling of the Holy Spirit.

What do demons actually look like?
There’s a very powerful one named paranoia who brings with

him a series of other demons: distrust, suspicion, self-protection,
and fear. When paranoia possesses us, we become suspicious
and distrustful. Everyone begins to look like a threat, an enemy, and
all our natural instincts begin to pressure us towards self-protection,

and that begins to contort our faces and
we begin to spew out distrust. This may
be the hardest demon of all to exorcise
because it is so deeply embedded inside
us. It’s no accident that the word metanoia (which summarizes Je-
sus’ challenge to us) is the antithesis of paranoia.

Then there is a demon named pride, one that keeps us forever
conscious of our own specialness, a demon that would have us pre-
fer to be special rather than happy. This demon invariably brings with
him a very nasty companion called envy, a demon that paralyzes our
ability to admire others, bless them, and not be threatened by their
successes.

Next, come the demons of gluttony and greed. Mostly these no
longer tempt us towards over-indulging in food or drink and accu-
mulating more and more possessions. Instead, these demons infect
us with a greed for experience, with an obsession with drinking in
everything, with an obsession to be networking socially twenty-four
hours a day. Moreover, they bring with them the demon of lust; one
that has us making others the object of our erotic desires and in a
myriad of other ways has us not fully respecting them.

These are the actual demons that contort our faces and while
none of them might make us look like the young child in Rose-
mary’s Baby, all of them have us spew out distrust and hatred
rather than trust and understanding.

How are they exorcized? Well, these are not the kind that nor-
mally respond to a sprinkling of holy water. These need to be cast
out by the Holy Spirit.

Scripture tells us the Holy Spirit “scrutinizes everything”. It tells
us as well that the Holy Spirit is not some abstract force that
cannot be known by us. St. Paul, in his letter to the Galatians, tells
us precisely who and what the Holy Spirit is. He begins with the
via negativa, telling us what the Holy Spirit is not and what the
Holy Spirit should never be confused with, that is, with those
demons just named: paranoia, distrust, suspicion, self-protection,
fear, pride, envy, greed, gluttony, and lust. The Holy Spirit is the
antithesis of all of these. To the contrary, the Holy Spirit is the
spirit of charity, joy, peace, patience, goodness, long-suffering,
fidelity, mildness, and chastity.

Two contraries cannot co-exist inside the same subject and so an
actual exorcism works this way. The more we embrace charity, joy,
peace, patience, goodness, long-suffering, fidelity, mildness, and chas-
tity, the more we exorcize paranoia, distrust, fear, pride, envy, greed,
gluttony, and lust — and less demonic hatred spews from our mouths.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

(continued from page 4)
on planning the papal visit will lay the foundation for a co-operative
relationship that responds to the calls we have heard from Indigenous
Peoples of the land, including the Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion’s Calls to Action,” Mr. Lesarge wrote in an email.

According to Mr. Lesarge, the current CCCB to-do list includes
greater transparency on residential school records, a process to ad-
dress the status of Indigenous artifacts held in the Vatican Museums,
collaborating with the Holy See on a statement about what is referred
to as the ‘Doctrine of Discovery,’ taking up positions to address sys-
temic injustices identified by First Nations, Métis and Inuit and finan-
cial support for healing and reconciliation initiatives.

The bishops “will be reviewing an updated action plan during our
national plenary assembly this fall,” Mr. Lesarge said.

Mr. Miller claims legislation to create the commission was delayed
by COVID. Since 2019 an advisory board has been laying the ground-
work for the commission. Bill C-29 was tabled in Parliament in June,
just before the summer break.§

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Castle Fallsview Funeral Home

309 Lancaster Ave, Saint John, NB   E2M 2L3
506-634-1701     www.castlefh.ca

Eager to engage Reconciliation Council
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — Surrounded by family, friends, and faithful from
throughout the Diocese of Saint John, seminarians David Rioux and
Stephen Mawhinney were ordained as transitional deacons for the
diocese on Wednesday, September 8, 2022, the Feast of the Nativity
of the Blessed Virgin Mary at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Con-
ception in Saint John.

“We can look to Mary, our Mother on her birthday as a model of
docility to the Holy Spirit,” Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC, of the
diocese said during his homily. “In her quiet prayer, Mary was able to
discern and recognize the promptings of the Holy Spirit, enabling her
to respond positively to all that God was asking of her, with a re-
sounding ‘yes’, her fiat.”

The bishop began by speaking about the gift of celibacy. “Both
David and Stephen are making a free gift of themselves to the Church,
and both are called to use positively and creatively all that God has
given them, for the purposes which he has intended,” Bishop Riesbeck
said. “For David, this involves accepting the call to celibacy to devote
himself entirely to the service of the Church…celibacy is a sign of the
Kingdom of Heaven. It’s a witness to us all of the ultimate destiny of
our lives.”

He went on to say, “Marriage and celibacy both point towards the
same truth, but in different ways. Earthly marriage is a preparation
for heavenly marriage — a foretaste of what is to come, where we

will celebrate the marriage of the Lamb. That union of Christ and the
Church is very much reflected in the sacrificial and spousal union
between husband and wife. Stephen and Joanne, and all married cou-
ples are helping each other get to heaven. As far as celibacy is con-
cerned, Saint John Paul II, in explaining the mystical meaning of
celibacy in his teachings on the theology of the body, which Christopher
West has beautifully expounded, stated that those who embrace celi-
bacy are skipping the sacrament of marriage in anticipation of the real
thing — eternal bliss in heaven that awaits all the redeemed, those
who are united with God.”

Noting that, “the ministerial priesthood demands a special kind of
love, a dedication to Christ and the people of God, a pastoral charity
by which a priest endeavours to give his entire life for the salvation of
others,” Bishop Riesbeck said that the diaconate, “is very much about
service… deacons serve in various apostolates… even permanent
deacons in many dioceses are primarily assigned to ministries of service,
while also having a liturgical base in a parish, where they can admin-
ister baptism, safeguard and dispense the Eucharist, assist at, and
bless, marriages, bring Viaticum (last Holy Communion to the dying),
proclaim the Sacred Scriptures to the faithful, instruct and exhort the
people in their preaching, preside at worship and prayer, administer
sacramentals, preside at funerals and burial rites.”

In order to be effective in their ministry, the bishop urged the two
men to “wrestle with the Word of God and mediate on it constantly.”

He said there is power in the name of Jesus and encouraged them
to preach the truth in love. He told them to, “be docile to the Holy
Spirit, just like Mary, like Joseph, who listened to and responded to
the promptings of the Holy Spirit through the voices of an angel.”

The bishop also told the two men to be rooted in prayer. “In order
to be able to know and do God’s will and imitate Christ, we need to
have an intimate relationship with Jesus,” he said. “Through prayer,
this friendship with Christ deepens, and we come to know him and
what he asks of us.”

Bishop Riesbeck affirmed them in their commitment, saying that
“in our rather turbulent times, if we’re going to see transformation of
hearts in this world, what we need more than ever are saints; holy
men and women who will love God to the point of wanting for noth-
ing but to give their lives totally to Him, like Mary, and cooperate with
God in helping us truly become the men and women he created us to
be.  We are the very individuals God wants to raise up to inspire and
encourage others to become holy as well.”

The bishop concluded by reminding the two newly ordained dea-
cons that no one is alone.

“Jesus is Emmanuel — God with us — strengthening us, nourish-
ing us, especially in the Eucharist,” he said. “Jesus satisfies the deep-
est hunger, the deepest longings
of our hearts. In the Eucharist
Jesus comes to give himself to
us — body, blood, soul, and di-
vinity under the appearances of
bread and wine. We thank God
for this nourishment for our vo-
cation to be missionary disciples.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a corre-
spondent for The New Freeman.
She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

Transitional Deacons ordained for Diocese of Saint John

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC (centre, facing
left) of the Diocese of Saint John blesses two new deacons to
the diocese at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in
Saint John on Wednesday, September 8, 2002. (L to r, kneeling)
Stephen Mawhinney, and David Rioux.  (Natasha Mazerolle photo)
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St. Phillip’s Church, Millstream, celebrates closing liturgy
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

MILLSTREAM — On Saturday, September 10, 2022, St. Philip’s
Church, a mission of St. Teresa of Calcutta Parish at the head of
Millstream was permanently closed.

Many were present for the final Eucharistic liturgy, which was
celebrated by Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC, of the Diocese of Saint
John. Father Daren Bryk, pastor, St. Teresa of Calcutta Parish and
Father Dennis Hayes, CC, concelebrated.

While closing a church is never easy, those in attendance were
moved by the celebration. Before mass a brief history of the church
read by parishioner Colleen Fair.

During the liturgy the bishop processed to different locations within
the church giving thanks for the significant moments that took place
throughout the life of the parish to help people encounter the Lord.

He called to mind the baptisms celebrated at the baptismal font, the
healing and reconciling love given through the Sacrament of Penance
in the confessional, prayers and devotions inspired by the sacred im-
ages within the church, the power of God’s word proclaimed from
the ambo, and the sacred liturgies celebrated on the altar.

Following the mass, Bishop Riesbeck imparted a closing blessing
outside on the front steps in a solemn manner before the doors were
closed.

The memory of St. Phillip’s Church will be preserved, thanks in
part, to some generous donations. Two beautiful stained-glass win-
dows were donated by the family of a parishioner in attendance and
will most likely be transported to St. Francis Xavier Church in Sus-
sex and displayed in a dignified manner to memorialize the church. As
well, a monument with benches will be erected, for prayer next to the
cemetery, courtesy of anonymous donour.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

MILLSTREAM — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese
of Saint John gives a final blessng on the steps of St. Phillips’
Church in Millstream as the church permenently closes its doors.
(Richard Sullivan photo)

Bishop celebrates mass with local students to mark the first week of school

SAINT JOHN — (Photo right, centre) Father Aaron Knox of
Paroisse St.-François-de-Sales, Saint John and Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John process up the aisle
at the conclusion of mass at Divine Mercy Catholic School
[DMCS] in Saint John, celebrating the first week back in the
new school year. (Natasha MAzerolle photo)

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — As the sun streamed in through the windows of
the former Redemptorist Chapel at the former site of  St. Peter’s
Church in Saint John, that is now the heart of Divine Mercy Catholic
School [DMCS] on the morning of September 9, 2022, there was an
air of excitement.

One by one classes from each grade took their place in the wooden
pews and prepared themselves for the celebration of mass. On this
occasion they were joined by two special guests — Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC, of the Diocese of Saint John, and Fr. Aaron Knox,
pastor of Paroisse St. François-de-Sales, to mark the end of the first
week of the new school year.

Following the proclamation of the Gospel by Fr. Knox, Bishop
Riesbeck spoke to the students in question-and-answer format.

With each question he asked arms shot up by children eager to
respond to what he was asking. He told the children that God, “de-
lights in each one of us, he loves us, he’s crazy about us, about each
one of you. You were created in his image and likeness.”

(continued on page 11)
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Til debt do us remain apart
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Marriage in Canada has become the pre-
serve of the middle aged and older. The latest
Statistics Canada numbers from the 2021 cen-
sus show that fewer than one in five Canadi-
ans in their 20s are married.

While the married population nearly dou-
bles for Canadians 30 to 34-years-old, even
then they are a distinct minority. Just 39.5
per cent of Canadians under the age of 35 are
married. Only when Canadians hit 35 to 44
does the married population inch up into ma-
jority territory with 57.7 per cent of these Ca-
nadians married. Another 14 per cent of 35 to
44 year-olds are in common law relationships,
for a total of 71.7 per cent entrenched in
coupledom.

That leaves almost a third of Canadians in
the midst of their lives alone and probably
lonely.

“It certainly represents a sea change in the
type of society we’re going to have,” said St.
Jerome’s University sociologist and profes-
sor of religious studies David Seljak. “You
can observe that it’s going to change the very
nature of how these people experience life.”

The death of young love as the normal ba-
sis for life well lived has certainly caught the
attention of Pope Francis. In his 2016 post-
synodal exhortation Amoris Laetitia, the pope
urged bishops to get out and sell marriage in
the face of a culture and economic order in-
creasingly hostile to the institution.

“We need to find the right language, argu-
ments and forms of witness that can help us
reach the hearts of young people, appealing
to their capacity for generosity, commitment,
love and even heroism, and in this way invit-
ing them to take up the challenge of marriage
with enthusiasm and courage,” Pope Francis
wrote.

In his most recent encyclical, Fratelli Tutti,
Pope Francis argues that family life is the basis
of healthy community and political life.

“Family disputes are always resolved af-
terwards. The joys and sorrows of each of
its members are felt by all. That is what it
means to be a family!” Pope Francis observes.
“If only we could view our political oppo-
nents or neighbours in the same way that we
view our children or our spouse, mother or fa-
ther! How good would this be! Do we love our
society or is it still something remote, something
anonymous that does not involve us, something
to which we are not committed?”

The pope’s sociological and political in-

stincts about the value of marriage to society
are not just the romantic notions of an 85
year old man, said Cardus Institute program
director for family policy Peter Jon Mitchell.

“Marriage tends to be a stable form of family
and that stability is good,” Mr. Mitchell said.
“Not only for the partners, but certainly for
the children. There are decades of social sci-
ence research that suggests stability is good.
It does stabilize communities as
well. We’re seeing some of that
in the social science research on
things like social capital and at
the community level.”

“What Francis is saying is that
commitment to something out-
side of yourself is also what
leads to commitment to commu-
nity, commitment to the nation
and commitment to a global soli-
darity,” said Mr. Seljak. “If you
can’t do that in your personal
life, you’re not going to do it in
your community or in political
life.”

But is it fair to ask young peo-
ple to commit to marriage just
as they graduate into a mountain of debt built
up through their arduous years of education?
Love may conquer their hearts, but how will
it fare against the housing market? What wed-
ded bliss is likely in a job market littered with
one-year contracts and employers who re-
quire commitment from them but make no
commitment to them?

“Marriage, traditionally defined, does rely
on stable jobs — well-paying jobs — afford-
able housing,” points out Mr. Seljack. “We
(boomers) took all of this for granted in this
generation, that there were jobs out there to
get and all you had to do was work hard and
be ambitious. There was housing available.”

Mr. Seljack’s children are now the age he
was when he bought a house with his wife.
That house is now worth eight times what he
bought it for.

“I couldn’t have bought this house in my
30s,” Mr. Seljak observes.

He worries that his own children may never
buy a house.

While the economics of marriage have
changed over the last two generations, mar-
ried life is also lived in a different cultural con-
text, argues Mr. Mitchell.

“In the past, marriage was more seen as a
foundation on which to build your life. You
maybe got a job, then you got married and
you kind of built your life from there,” he

said.
“You now have a sort of a capstone view

of marriage, where people are trying to be-
come financially stable first — secure in their
job, perhaps even own property if they can
— then marriage is the symbol that ‘We’ve
now arrived.’ When we adopt a capstone view
of marriage it puts marriage out of reach for
some people.”

Throughout the Western world, sociolo-
gists have seen that marriage is lived much
differently at different levels in the economy,
said Mr. Mitchell. While the moneyed, edu-
cated classes hang onto marriage — contract-
ing marriages more readily and staying in them
with greater steadfastness — “it’s declining
much faster among those with lower in-
comes,” said Mr. Mitchell.

But the culture of consumerism and indi-
vidualism has made it harder for young peo-
ple to see and understand themselves as mar-
ried people, said Mr. Seljak.

“With this slide into subjectivism then, if I
become the measure of all things then I am
committed to marriage only in as much as it
serves my self-identity,” he said.

“Therefore, when it doesn’t then I consider
divorce, ending the marriage.”

After hitting a peak in the late 1980s, di-
vorce rates in Canada have retreated and sta-
bilized, reflecting the lower marriage rate.

The Church can’t really turn the tide on
marriage, Mr. Seljak argues.

“The Church can resist and the Church can
promote countervailing trends culturally and
structurally, but the Church simply doesn’t
have the social power it once had to define
the rules of the game,” he said. “The Church
should be a witness to its core values of love
and commitment to the common good.”§

Declining Catholic marriage rates are consistent with
the overall decrease in young Canadian’s tying the
knot. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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Putting a CAPP on rising polarization
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

MONTREAL — Canadians are getting in on a 30-year-old Vatican
project to recast our thinking, our politics and our way of life. On a
September 17 Zoom call, a small group will launch the Canadian chap-
ter of Centesimus Annus-Pro Pontifice [CAPP], a lay-led organiza-
tion created by St. Pope John Paul II in the Vatican.

Even if the Rome-based network dates from the end of the Cold
War and has been active across Europe and in the United States for a
generation, a Canadian arm of CAPP is needed now to address the
rising polarization of global politics and debate, said Cecil Chabot,
who along with Danielle Morin in Montreal is leading the effort to
establish the new Canadian organization.

“As we know, in our society there are a lot of polarized proposals
to respond to those challenges,” Mr. Chabot told The Catholic Regis-
ter. “The Church continues to go back to the Gospel message and
say, ‘Here are the Gospel principles by which we can assess any and

all of the economic, social, political answers people are proposing.
Here are the criteria by which we can assess things.’ ”

As the Berlin Wall fell and the Cold War ended, the Pope who played
such a large part in the demise of communism did not stand with the
victors beating his chest. John Paul was as critical of capitalism and
consumerism as he was of communism. Instead of backing the win-
ners, St. Pope John Paul II returned to the century-old tradition of
social encyclicals to propose a future that would be neither capitalist
nor communist.

In his 1991 encyclical , marking 100 years since Pope Leo XIII
issued Rerum Novarum — the first encyclical of the Catholic social
teaching tradition — John Paul endorsed no economic theory or mas-
ter plan for the post-Cold War future. Instead, he demanded a bed-
rock which should lie below economic mechanisms, political theo-
ries, policies and programs. He called this bedrock the “civilization of
love.”

In the most recent papal encyclical, Pope Francis references
Centesimus Annus at least six times over the course of 90 pages in
Fratelli Tutti.

Centesimus Annus still matters in the digital age of polarized poli-
tics, even if our present reality was hardly imaginable in 1991, said
Ms. Morin.

“One basic fundamental is unity of life,” she said. “Our faith — we
believe in the Gospel, but we are not too clear about how it could be
applied in the world with the changes we have today. I see this neces-
sity to have this unity of life where the faith is not compartmentalized
into our little area. It is part of everything. But we have to express it.”

The Centesimus Annus-Pro Pontifice organization is all about giv-
ing people a way of thinking and talking about their faith in the real
world, she said.

While the organization in Rome has made a mark by giving book
awards and funding scholars working on Catholic social teaching,
and the U.S. branch has done the same through its association with
the Catholic University of America in Washington, the Canadian or-
ganization is going to begin with a program of national Zoom meet-
ings and local discussions on the entire Catholic social teaching tradi-
tion, said Mr. Chabot.

“Beyond educating ourselves, it’s also pushing the knowledge
deeper,” he said.

The typical members of CAPP have been business owners, aca-
demics and professionals. The monthly meetings are a way “to come
to a deeper understanding of what it means to live the Gospel in my
professional work,” Mr. Chabot said.

“We’re not looking for professional Catholics but Catholic profes-
sionals,” he said.

To sign up for the September 17 Zoom call go to https://
www.cappcanada.ca/launch.§

Danielle Morin Cecil Chabot

Pope urges scientists to work for peace...
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The Catholic Church "embraces and encourages a
passion for scientific research as an expression of love for the truth and
for knowledge about the world," Pope Francis told members of the Pon-
tifical Academy of Sciences.

Scientific inquiry, research and discoveries should lead to awe in the
presence of God, who created the world and human intelligence, but it
also should lead to a greater commitment to peace and human develop-
ment, the pope told the scientists September 10.

The 80 academicians, who include dozens of Nobel Prize winners,
come from the fields of astronomy, chemistry, mathematics, physics,
biology, medicine, botany, zoology, genetics and physiology and other
specialities. Members are chosen based on their scientific achieve-
ments, not their religious beliefs, and study issues of concern to the
Vatican.

"As far as I am aware, no other religious institution has such an
academy," the pope told members, but "many religious leaders have
expressed an interest in establishing one."

Established in 1603, the academy demonstrates the church's com-
mitment to truth and to learning about "life in all its symphonic splen-
dour," the pope said.

Science should lead to a greater appreciation of God's creativity, he said,
but it also should lead to a greater commitment by people to protect the
world God created and help the people God made.

In recent years, he said, members of the academy have used their
knowledge and interdisciplinary research to weigh in on the fight against
hunger, the protection of oceans and seas, promoting sustainable develop-
ment in poor neighbourhoods and in urging a fair and broad response to t

(continued on page 10)
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(continued from page 3)
for the repose of the soul of Her Majesty. We do so with confidence,
because the Christian faith marked every day of her life and activity."

The cardinal quoted Queen Elizabeth's Christmas message from 2000,
in which she said the teachings of Christ and her own "personal account-
ability before God" gave her a framework of how to live, and that Christ's
words and example offered her "great comfort in difficult times."

Cardinal Nichols said: "This faith, so often and so eloquently proclaimed
in her public messages, has been an inspiration to me, and I am sure to
many. The wisdom, stability and service which she consistently embod-
ied, often in circumstances of extreme difficulty, are a shining legacy and
testament to her faith."

He also offered prayers "for His Majesty the King, as he assumes his
new office, even as he mourns his mother. God save the king."

Bishop Hugh Gilbert, president of the Bishops' Conference of Scotland,
praised Queen Elizabeth for her life of "outstanding and dedicated public
service."

"Her determination to remain active to the end of her long life has been
an example of Christian leadership, which demonstrated her great stoi-
cism and commitment to duty and was undoubtedly a source of stability
and continuity in times of great change," he said. "Scotland's Catholic
bishops will remember her in our prayers and pray for all those who
mourn her loss."

Anglican Archbishop Justin Welby of Canterbury said: "As we grieve
together, we know that, in losing our beloved queen, we have lost the
person whose steadfast loyalty, service and humility has helped us make
sense of who we are through decades of extraordinary change in our
world, nation and society."

Queen Elizabeth died 17 months after the death of her husband, Philip,
who died in April 2021 at age 99. Her 73-year marriage to Philip was the
longest of any British sovereign.

The U.K. has entered a 10-day period of mourning.
Elizabeth was born on April 26, 1926, to Prince Albert, Duke of York,

and Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon.
She acceded to the throne February 6, 1952, and during her coronation

in Westminster Abbey June 2, 1953, Queen Elizabeth was open about her
Christian faith.

"When I spoke to you last, at Christmas, I asked you all, whatever your
religion, to pray for me on the day of my coronation -- to pray that God
would give me wisdom and strength to carry out the promises that I
should then be making," the queen said in her address. "Throughout this
memorable day, I have been uplifted and sustained by the knowledge that
your thoughts and prayers were with me."

The accession of 1952 made 2022 the year when the world's oldest
monarch and the longest-serving monarch in British history celebrated the
platinum jubilee of her reign — the point when Elizabeth had sat on the
British throne for 70 years.

The queen was able to witness the celebrations in her honour but handed
over all of her public duties to her nearest relatives. Her final act of office
was to receive Prime Minister Liz Truss in Scotland September 6, when
she was also last photographed.

Fourteen prime ministers served during her reign, beginning with Sir
Winston Churchill. Ms. Truss was the 15th to greet her in that office.

During her reign, Queen Elizabeth met with four popes — Francis,
Benedict, John Paul II and John XXIII, and as princess she met Pope Pius
XII.

The queen sometimes joked about her longevity, once quoting Groucho
Marx, saying: "Anyone can get old. All you have to do is live long enough."

She served as a constitutional monarch — the British head of state
and Commonwealth — the supreme governor of the Church of Eng-
land and head of the British armed forces.

In her private life, she was a mother of four children, a grand-
mother of eight, and a great-grandmother of 11 children.

Following her death, King Charles said in a statement: "The death
of my beloved mother, Her Majesty the Queen, is a moment of the
greatest sadness for me and all members of my family.

"We mourn profoundly the passing of a cherished sovereign and a
much-loved mother. I know her loss will be deeply felt throughout
the country, the Realms and the Commonwealth, and by countless
people around the world." §

British Catholics, Pope Francis pay tribute to Queen Elizabeth II

(continued from page 9
the health crisis provoked by the coronavirus pandemic.

The 2022 plenary session of the academy September 8-10 was devoted
to exploring the topic, "Basic science for human development, peace and
planetary health," a topic that Pope Francis said explored recent scientific
discoveries "about the earth, the universe and the place of human beings
within it."

The academy provides an important space for scientists specializing in
a broad variety of fields to bring their work together and to examine cur-
rent global problems from different angles, he said. It also brings philoso-
phy and theology to bear on those challenges, which helps "provide an-
swers to humanity's ultimate questions, which are also being asked by
new, and sometimes disoriented, generations."

"The positive results of science in the 21st century will depend, to a
great extent, on the ability of scientists to seek the truth and apply discov-
eries in a way that develops in tandem with the search for what is right,
noble, good and beautiful," Pope Francis told the academicians.

Peace is an urgent need today and one for which scientists have a
particular responsibility, he said.

"After two tragic world wars, it seemed that the world had learned to

Pope urges scientists to work for peace.. .
move progressively toward respect for human rights, international law
and various forms of cooperation," he said. "Unfortunately, history shows
signs of regression."

While not mentioning Russia's war on Ukraine specifically, Pope Francis
spoke of both the intensification of "anachronistic conflicts" and the re-
emergence of "instances of a myopic, extremist, resentful and aggressive
nationalism."

And, he said, while "St. John Paul II gave thanks to God that, through
Mary's intercession, the world had been preserved from atomic war," it
now appears that "unfortunately, we must continue to pray for protection
against this danger, which should have been averted long ago."

"All knowledge based on science and experience must be utilized to
avoid wars and overcome suffering, poverty and new forms of slavery,"
the pope said, urging scientists to "disarm science and thus become a
force for peace."

"In the name of God, who created all human beings for a common
destiny of happiness, we are called today to bear witness to our fraternal
vocation to freedom, justice, dialogue, mutual encounter, love and peace,
and avoid nurturing hatred, resentment, division, violence and war," he
said.§
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Obituaries

CLARK, FREDERICK ‘Gerry’ GERARD —
It is with heartfelt sorrow, the family of Frederick
“Gerry” Gerard Clark of Rothesay, husband of
Patricia (Deering) Clark, announce his passing
on Thursday, August 25, 2022, at the Saint John
Regional Hospital after a courageous struggle with
a brief illness. Born on March 7, 1939, in Saint
John, he was a son of the late Frederick and
Evelyn (McElwain) Clark.

Besides his loving wife, Gerry is survived by
his children; Tony Clark (Lori), Tim Clark
(Cindy), both of Rothsay, and Maria LeClair of
Saint John, grandchildren; Matthew LeClair,
Lauren Clark, Ben Williams, and Amanda Dobson
(Matt), and his last loves, his dog Saffy and Gus.
Gerry was predeceased by his parents and his
son in law Kim LeClair.

He rested at Kennebecasis Community Fu-
neral Home, Quispamsis. A Mass of Christian
Burial took place at Our Lady of Perpetual Help,

Rothesay. Interment in St. Joseph’s Cemetery,
Saint John.

CROWLEY, STEWART LESLIE FRANCIS
— Stewart passed away peacefully, with his
brothers by his side, on Sunday, August 28th,
2022, at the age of 77. Beloved son of the late
Charles and Josephine Crowley (nee Christie).
   Stewart is survived by his brothers Michael
(Bernadette) Crowley, and Ian (Ann) Crowley,
as well as many nieces and nephews.   Besides
his parents, Stewart was predeceased by his
brothers Joseph and Paul Crowley.

He rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint
John. A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated
at Holy Redeemer Parish, Saint John. Interment
to followed in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.

MLADINERO, Captain MARKO — Captain
Marko Mladineo, son of Vjekoslav and Mila

Mladineo, born October
1, 1935 in Pucisca, Otok
Brac, Republic of Croatia,
passed away on August
28, 2022 surrounded by
his family.
He was a dedicated and
cherished husband, father,
and “Umpa’. Survived by
Anna Citarella, his wife,
his three children, Melody
(Terry Urquhart),
Meredith (Richard Lewis)
Marko (Charlene Beech)

(continued from page 7)
The children remained engaged as the

bishop spoke about God’s love, that despite
sin, he sent his son Jesus to reconcile each
person to the Father.

“He sent his son to bridge the gap be-
tween us and God — that’s the cross.
There’s no longer this alienation because
Jesus takes the sin of all of us on his shoul-
ders and dies on the cross for us, the greatest
proof of God’s love for us — that’s how
much we know that God’s crazy about us
... because he sent his own son to die for
us so that we could be set free from sin
and live as children of God.”

Reminding them of Jesus’ words, “The
kingdom of God is at hand, repent and be-
lieve in the Good News”, Bishop Riesbeck
told the students, “We need to turn away from
these things that take us away from God, that
make us feel bad and that hurt other people,

and believe in Jesus.”
He spoke of the new life received in bap-

tism, “our entry point into the life of God.
That’s when we receive the grace of new life
— the grace that helps us to be holy and set
apart by God.”

He spoke of the Eucharist, the source and
summit of the faith and the nourishment it
gives that is needed to stay close to Jesus.

“Does everybody want to stay close to God
for the rest of their lives, including beyond
this earthly life?” he asked. “We all want to be
close to God forever, that’s why we have to
say yes to God — repent, believe, and em-
brace everything that the Church has given
us — the Sacraments, prayer, doing good
deeds for people, running the race.”

“So that’s the Good News in a nutshell,”
he said. “That’s a dynamite mission! We’re
called to believe, we’re called to embrace it,
and then from our baptism we’re given a

mission. Are you guys ready for a mission?”
he asked.

“You have a mission to bring as many souls,
as many of your friends, your parents, your
relatives with you to heaven. And you can do
this first of all by your joyful witness. Be-
cause Christianity is not boring, it’s not just
about rules and regulations, it’s about our re-
lationship with Jesus. Mass is not boring,
think about what happens here — the bread
and wine becomes the Body and Blood of
Jesus. It’s incredible, it’s a miracle! It hap-
pens every time we celebrate mass. We want
to be joyful witnesses of all that Jesus has
done for us, we want to reflect his goodness,
his love to others, and then share what God
is doing in your life.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

Bishop celebrates mass with local students to mark the first week of school

and his seven grandchildren Ivana and Annika
Urquhart-Mladineo, Matthew, Adam and Brad-
ford Mladineo-Lewis, Marekk and Mahayla
Mladineo. Also left to grieve are his siblings in
Croatia, Mladenka Plazonic, Tereza Stjepovic,
Frano Mladineo (predeceased), Vinko Mladineo,
Ivica Mladineo and Nenad Mladineo and their
families.

He rested at  Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint
John, with a Funeral Liturgy held in Brenan’s
Chapel, Saint John.

WHALEN, JOSEPHINE ‘Jo’ JULIA — It is
with great sadness that the family of Josephine
(Jo) Julia Whalen announces her passing which
occurred on Thursday, September 8, 2022, at
Shannex Tucker Hall. Born in Saint John, New
Brunswick on December 20, 1927, she was the
daughter to the late Thomas and Mary
(McCurdy) Riley.

Besides her parents, Jo was predeceased by
her husband Hugh P. Whalen; stepdaughter, Lor-
raine Shannon (Vincent); and by siblings James
F. Riley (Claire), John G. Riley, Catherine McNulty
(Gordon), Teresa Riley, Thomas J. Riley,
Margaret Sherwood (Peter) and Joan
O’Rourke (Antony). Survived by stepson
Emery Whalen (Barbara) and stepdaughter
Carole Hamilton (Derek), by several step-
grandchildren and many nieces and nephews.

Arrangements were under the care and di-
rection of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John.
A private family service preceded interment
at St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.§
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MIRAMICHI — (Photo right) On Saturday, September 3, the
people of Saint Marguerite Bourgeoys Parish, Miramichi
gathered at St. Samuel’s Church to celebrate with Father Godwin
Kalu SMMM, the 13th anniversary of his ordination, which took
place on September 5, 2009.  His brother priest of the order of
the Sons of Mary Mother of Mercy [SMMM], Father Peter Aloo
SMMM (who works alongside Fr. Godwin at Saint Marguerite
Bourgeoys Parish) joined him to celebrate as well as Father
Joseph Anuonye, pastor at Stella Maris Parish in Abayi Aba in
southeast Nigeria, who studied with Fr. Godwin. Father John
Fraser, retired was also in attendance. A reception was held in
the parish centre, following mass, with many in attendance. (L
to r) Fr. Kalu, Fr. Aloo and Fr. Anuonye. (Cheryl Harris photo)

By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — Recently, the Church Hall at St. Mary’s church in
Miramichi, part of St. Marguerite Bourgeoys Parish, was renamed in hon-
our of Monsignor (Major) Raymond Myles Hickey, who was pastor at
St. Mary’s, and oversaw the construction of the church itself, which
opened December 4, 1956. He remained at the parish until 1963.

The framed photograph of Msgr. Hickey (herein) will mark the
space, and provide some context on Msgr. Hickey himself.  

Msgr. Hickey was born on 12 September 1905 in Jacquet River,
the fourth of eleven children, and graduated from St. Thomas Uni-
versity in Chatham as valedictorian of the class of 1928.

He was ordained at St. Michael’s Basilica on 25 June 1933 by Bishop
P. A. Chaisson. In 1937, he became a member of faculty at St. Tho-
mas University in Chatham, where he remained for three years.

Msgr. Hickey is most often associated with his time as chaplain to
the North Shore (NB) Regiment, which was chronicled in his book,
The Scarlet Dawn.  His time with the regiment saw him go through
the horrific fighting in France, Belgium, the Netherlands, and into
Germany during the Second World War. 

One of his former parishioners, who was instrumental in the place-
ment of Msgr. Hickey’s photograph sat St. Mary’s, recounted the
story of Msgr. Hickey replacing the aging Father James J. McLaughlin,
who had raised funds for the construction of the new St. Mary’s
Church. As he had done during his time in the armed forces, once
again Msgr. Hickey brought together people from across communi-
ties, and faith traditions, to complete the new church.  

In 1961, he suffered a heart attack that would eventually compel
him to retire. He stayed at Mount St. Joseph in Chatham. In 1976,
Msgr. Hickey was awarded his degree of Doctor of Law, Honoris
Causa, from his Alma Mater, St. Thomas University. 

Msgr. Hickey would pass away in September 1987, after attending
the unveiling of a monument to the fallen men of the North Shore
Regiment at Cariquet.

It was felt that so vibrant a presence as that of Msgr. Hickey should
be recognized publicly within the church he served, and continually
remembered by the community to which he ministered.  With that in
mind, it is hoped that the portrait, and the hall, begin more conversa-
tions about the contributions made by people of faith in the Miramichi
community.

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region correspondent for The
New Freeman. He can be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§
  

Church hall renamed

Monsignor (Major) Raymond Myles Hickey (Cyril Donahue photo)


